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Why do we need biofertilizers?

0

1.0

2.0

3.0

4.0

5.0

Treatments

Le
af

 n
it

ra
te

 (
m

g
 g

-1
 F

W
)

Control Piri + BB

response of spinach to soil inoculant

Leaf nitrate

Not for sale = money lost

Regulation CE nº1881/2006
Nitrate is a normal component of the human diet 
(average daily intake 75 mg.
Upon ingestion, ±5% of the nitrate is reduced to 
nitrite by bacteria 
When the pH of the gastric fluid is high (>5) nitrate-
reducing bacteria increase and more N-nitroso
compounds can be formed. 



What do biofertilizers do?
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What do biofertilizers do?

Iron dynamics in soils
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Why do we need biofertilizers?

Phosphorus dynamics in soils
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dynamics in soils
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Cruz et al. Plant Physiol, 2007
Bago et al. 2001
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Goal		
Our	 strategy	 to	 improve	 plant	 nutrient	 use	 efficiency	 is	 to	
modulate	 the	 plant	 microbiome	 by	 inocula8ng	 the	
rhizosphere	 with	 microbial	 consor8a	 designed	 to	 develop	
complementary	 func8onali8es,	 create	 trophic	 bridges	 and	
improve	plant	nutri8onal	balance	.		

Conclusion	
All-Grip	is	formed	by	a	bacterial	consor&um	that	promotes	soil	microbial	ac&vity	including	that	of	bacterial	and	fungal	communi&es.	All-Grip	s&mulates	certain	soil	microbial	func&onal	groups:	mycorrhizal	fungi;	and		
P	solubilizing,	phytate	degrading	and	IAA	producing	bacteria.	Due	to	this	soil	microbial	s&mula&on,	more	P,	N	and	Zn	becomes	available	to	plants.	At	the	same	&me,	the	localized	produc&on	of	IAA,	s&mulates	root	
produc&on.	Which	increases	nutrient	use	efficiency	and	the	plant	nutri&onal	status,	leading	to	greener	leaves	and	higher	produc&vity	and	lower	stress	levels.	This	mechanisms	generates	more	corbohydrates	that	
can	be	transferred	to	the	roots	genera&ng	a	posi&ve	feedback	responsible	for	a	sustainable	team	work	at	the	rhizosphere	level.			
														Take	home	message:		

Methods	
The	 data	 presented	 were	 obtained	 in	 field	 efficiency	 assays	 performed	 with	 tomato		
(Solanum	 lycopersicum),	 developed	 according	 to	 the	 European	 rules	 for	 product	
registra&on	and	in	collabora&on	with	the	stakeholders.	Microbial	consor&um	(Kiplant	All-
Grip)	was	 rhizosphere	 inoculated	ader	planta&on.	 Soil	microbial	 assessment	was	based	
on	PLFA	profiles	for	microbial	groups.	Phosphate	solubiliza&on	and	phytate	degrada&on	
were	assessed	in	selec&ve	media,	and	indol	ace&c	acid	(IAA)	produc&on	was	determined	
by	 spectrophotometry.	 Plant	 mineral	 composi&on	 was	 assessed	 using	 ICP.	 Chlorophyll	
concentra&ons	 and	 leaf	 stress	 response	 index	 (PRI)	 were	 determined	 with	 a	 PolyPen.	
Fruit	produc&vity	was	determined	based	on	the	commercial	tomato	produc&on.	
In	figures,	bars	are	means	±	sd	and	p-levels	indicate	significance	results	of	t-test.	

Microbial	consor8um	

Kiplant	 All-Grip	 is	 a	 biofer8lizer	 composed	 of	 beneficial	
bacterial	strains	(one	Bacillus	sp.,	and	two	Pseudomonas	sp.)	
working	 as	 a	 team,	 with	 ability	 for	 P	 solubiliza8on,	 organic	
maJer	 mineraliza8on,	 extracellular	 enzyme	 produc8on	
(phosphatases,	phytases,	esterases,	etc.)	and	phytohormone	
produc8on	(IAA).	

Plant	roots:	an	interface	for	team	work	
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Biofer8lizers	can	boost	crop	produc8vity	while	taking	care	of	the	soil	
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Metabolomic analysis

FTICR-MS – Fourier Transform Ion Cyclotron Resonance Mass Spectrometry
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What are the functions of IAA in Azospirillum?
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Transcriptome Analysis of the Rhizosphere Bacterium Azospirillum brasilense Reveals an Extensive Auxin Response
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Venn diagram showing the distribution of genes with significant differences in 
absolute fold Change. A significantly expressed genes, comparing wild type with 
ipdC mutante gene profile without the addition of IAA. B and C genes with a 
significant altered expression by addition of IAA to the wild type and ipdC
mutant strain, respectively

Ferreira et al 2019, Frontiers in Microbiology
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But the question is how does the biofertilizer promote Plant growth?

Increased nutrient availability does not imply improved growth
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Auxin is essential in mediating the  Azospirillum PGPR effect 
(For other organisms it may be sugars, or other compounds)

So what is the mechanism that triggers the effect?
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Target of rapamycin (TOR) is a good suspect! 
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With the inhibitor AZD8055
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Mubeen et al 2019
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We live in a world of fast 
responses -

Plant nutrition is optimize by a constant 
communication between partners

“Phytohormones are part of a 
common language


